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WAVE ENERGY PROJECT — DEMONSTRATION FACILITY SITE 

Statement by Minister for Environment 
HON DONNA FARAGHER (East Metropolitan — Minister for Environment) [11.03 am]: Today I wish to 
update the house on the progress of Carnegie Corporation’s wave energy project. Members may recall that, in 
February 2009, the Minister for Energy and I, as joint decision makers, announced that Carnegie Corporation 
had been given in-principle approval to receive $12.5 million to construct a five-megawatt demonstration wave 
energy facility under the low emissions energy development fund.  

Carnegie’s proposed demonstration power station will use submerged pumping units on the sea floor to collect 
wave energy in the form of pressurised sea water, which would generate electricity from a hydroelectric turbine 
onshore. Albany was identified as the preferred location for the facility; however, the government was 
subsequently notified by the company that, as a result of new information from a feasibility study conducted by 
industry experts, an area west of Garden Island was now nominated as the preferred location as it was considered 
to be the lower-risk option for the demonstration facility. This assessment was conducted and was based on key 
site characteristics, which identified Garden Island as having calmer and more predictable sea conditions, 
allowing better access for deployment and maintenance purposes; more favourable topography and geology, 
which decreases costs for pipeline construction; and proximity to high technology support services. I am advised 
that major stakeholders, including the City of Albany, the Great Southern Development Commission, the 
Department of Defence and the Rockingham Kwinana Development Office were consulted by Carnegie 
regarding the proposed relocation of the initial demonstration project. Carnegie maintains an interest in the 
potential development of a wave energy facility in the Albany area.  

Following the receipt of this information, the Minister for Energy and I subsequently sought additional advice to 
determine whether the relocation of the project to Garden Island would meet LEED fund guidelines and 
government probity requirements. This included advice from the probity auditor, the Western Australian Chief 
Scientist and the Department of Environment and Conservation. The probity auditor, Paxon Group, advised that 
the project relocation does not raise a probity concern, and was unlikely to have changed the overall 
recommendations made by the independent expert adviser group and the LEED fund executive group to fund 
this project. Further, we sought advice from the Western Australian Chief Scientist, Lyn Beazley, who, having 
consulted with independent experts from the University of Western Australia and the Commonwealth Scientific 
and Industrial Research Organisation, advised that permission be given to relocate the wave energy station to 
Garden Island. The Department of Environment and Conservation, having completed an assessment of the 
relocation proposal, also informed Minister Collier and me that it is satisfied that a relocated project would still 
meet the original project objectives and probity requirements. Taking into consideration their recommendations, 
the Minister for Energy and I have approved the relocation of the project from Albany to Garden Island.  

The contractual conditions placed on the company when the original LEED funding announcement was made in 
February remain unchanged. Carnegie Corporation is still required to match every dollar of government 
investment with $3 from elsewhere, leading to a direct total investment of $50 million in low-emissions 
electricity generation in WA. The government’s investment also gives the company a platform to explore the 
benefits of a larger-scale 50-megawatt power station, which would have the potential to save 240 000 tonnes of 
carbon dioxide emissions a year. The Liberal-National government remains committed to the development of 
renewable energy supplies in WA and to the national target of 20 per cent renewable energy by 2020.  

Consideration of the statement made an order of the day for the next sitting, on motion by Hon Ed Dermer. 
 


